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LABOUR PARTY CONFERENCE BEGINS 


LABOUR's WAR 


One year ago, on October 3, the Labour 
Party Conference in Blackpool passed 
without opposition a resolution on Biafra. 
“This conference calls upon the Govern- 
ment to stop the sale of arms to the 
Nigerian Federal Republic. Conference 
urges the Government to intensify its 
efforts to bring the two sides together to 
end the conflict and considers that these 
efforts will be compromised by the sale 
of arms to one side, and also to take 
the initiative in getting agreement be- 
tween the other countries still supplying 
arms to either side to stop doing so 
immediately. 


“Conference further asks that the 
Government replace the policy of selling 
arms by one of providing food and 
medical supplies to both sides.” 


Now it’s conference time once more— 
Brighton this year. There seems no 
reason why a similar motion should not 
be passed again—two are on the order 
paper — perhaps even (as last year) 
it will be sponsored hy the Party 
Executive. 


And that will be that. Some tender 
consciences will be relieved, and the 
Labour Government will go on for the 
rest of its short life batking Federal 
Nigeria to the hilt, with arms, financial 
aid, and ‘ moral support ”. 


During this last year another half-million 
Biafrans have died (that makes 13 
million). Most of these have been civi- 
lians, women and children. Some died in 
murderous air-raids on crowded market- 
places and churches—raids which were 
dismissed as Biafran propaganda by the 
Labour Government long after journa- 
lists and observers had revealed it as 
the truth. Others died in ground fighting, 
killed by British supplied weapons— 
and by now the Labour Government has 
moved on from “authorising” sales to 
drawing from British Army stecks. 


MILITARY POLICY 


But most died for lack of food, the most 
lethal weapon in Nigeria’s arsenal. 


Yet still the government holds firm to 
its policy of backing Nigeria for a 
military victory. When three weeks ago 
General Gowon declared his willingness 
to start peace-talks unconditionally 
Biafra immediately accepted the offer. 
Within hours, Chief Anthony Enahoro, 
Nigeria’s Minister of Information, had 
announced that peace talks could only 
be conducted on the basis of “one 
Nigeria ”. 

There has been no whisper of criticism 
by the British government of this volte- 
face. Instead all its attacks are reserved 
for the Biafran Government, blamed for 
insisting on unreasonable conditions for 
peace-talks long after it declared its 
willingness to talk unconditionally, 
blamed for using the starvation of its 
own people as a political weapon—as if 
it were Biafran planes which shot down 
eargoes of aid, and which led to the 
Red Cross stopping all its flights for the 
past four months. 


But public criminals are only made 
possible by the co-operation or apathy 
of many private collaborators. There are 
many of these, the whole British public 
in a sense, opposed to the government’s 
Nigeria policy (as opinion polis have 
shown) but unwilling to move a finger 
to change it; the civil servants who carry 
out and helped construct an inhuman 
and disastrous policy. Then there is Her 


Majesty’s Loyal Opposition, both the 
parliamentary and extra-parliamentary 
varieties, which have shown an interesting 
unity on this matter, by staying out of 
sight and keeping quiet. 


However, this is Labour’s week, and we 
have toe state that the admittedly hard- 
working delegates, representatives of 


constitueney parties and trade unions, ¢ 


bear a full and not inconsiderable share 
of Labour’s special responsibility for the 
death of those half-million Biafrans—and 
thousands of Nigerians—since last 
October. At the head of the Labour 
Party the Executive carries a_parti- 
eularly heavy responsibility for failing in 
any way to follow up last year’s resolu- 


tion, which committed it, and the rank- | 


and-file, to actively campaigning for an 
end to arms supplies, and a change in 
government policy. 


VITAL CAMPAIGN. 


The campaign to stop the Labour 
government imposing penal sanctions on 
strikers demonstrated by its partial 
success that the government can still be 
stopped in its tracks if enough opposition 
is generated among its political and 
economic base, and this was on an issue 
where it was acting in such a way that it 
was sure to win votes. 


With an election coming up soon, almost 
certainly before the next conference, and 
with the Nigeria/Biafra war standing as 
Labour’s single greatest crime (so far), 
there is a clear duty on every member 
at this year’s conference: 


To confront their MP’s in their consti- 
tuencies, and make them fully aware of 
the dire seriousness of this issue and 
how they must act. 

Above all, to foree the dying govern- 


ment to adopt Labour Party policy on 
issue if not on any other, and 
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ONE SHILLING 


BIAFRA — 
The British Government supports this war 
and you, the public, could stop it. 
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posterity. 


SQUATTING: After Piccadilly 


Kevin McGrath writes: The power of the 
squatter movement in the past year has 
been that it had the sympathy and 
understanding of a wide range of 
ordinary ‘“non-radical ” people, and that 
it had been in large part successful on 
a local level. 


That sympathy has now been dispelled, 
probably beyond recall, by the events of 
the past few days. And it has as a result 
become politically possible for the police 
and the local authorities to throw off the 
inhibitions generated by the existence 
of this grass-roots support. 


“The squatters have two simple aims” 
wrote Nicolas Walter in last month’s 
issue of Anarchy which was devoted to 
squatting, “to do what they can in a 
few places, and to encourage other 
people to do what they can in other 
places”. 


“The first priority is direct action—to 
get some homeless people into empty 
houses by their own efforts; the second 
priority is propaganda by deed—to 
spread the idea of squatting by the news 


of what has been done rather than by 
talk of what might be done. As Ron 
Bailey put it ‘If it catches on as we hope 
it will catch on, it will start to rehouse 
people. People will start taking over 
houses in their hundreds, thousands and, 


399 


we hope, tens of thousands’. 


The irony is that in a sense, that is just 
what happened last week. But since the 
section of the homeless who were stimu- 
jJated into action was one with which 
most people fee] nothing in common, the 
effect has been the reverse of what was 
hoped. 


If hundreds of impoverished homeless 
families, from hostel accommodation let 
us say, had moved en masse into desert- 
ed office blocks and mansions, into 144 
Piccadilly for example, the political 
effect would have been dramatically 
different. The crowds would have gather- 
ed, but not to jeer and threaten, but to 
support or at least to encourage. It 
would have been politically highly in- 
judicious for the police to misuse the 
Dangerous Drugs Act in order to carry 
out an eviction. 


But mass action by a group whose whole 
life-style is a challenge to the way most 
people think they want to live, and a 
challenge at a level which most people 
just cannot tolerate (because it threatens 
their whole system of values), that is a 
very different thing. 


For the crowd on the pavements, and 
the more passive crowd watching at 
home on television or reading the 
garbled reports and still more garbled 
editorials, the army of police were not so 
much defending the right of private 
property as driving off a_ terrifying 
attack by barbarians. 


And by barbarians who did not make 
any serious attempt to reassure ordinary 
people that they were not threatened in 
any real sense, but who indulged in 
dramatic pseudo-militant games and 
freaked off in all directions when it came 
to the business of deciding what they 
were trying to do, and how this could 
be done. 


continued on page 4 
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ROGER MOODY writes on the trials and tribulations of pilgrims in the Bohemians Mecca 


TOO MANY ARE GOING TO ST IVES! 


“The Management reserves the right to 
refuse admission to beatniks and un- 
desirables .. .” (notice on half a dozen 
cafes in St. Ives. 


“This shelter is Corporation property, 
and the council reserves the right, 
through its appointed representatives to 
Tequire any person to leave at any time. 
Sleeping in this building is definitely 
prohibited” (notice on a public beach 
shelter). 


Couched in slightly different language, 
the message is the same: long hair, 
unsoled feet and guitars—out! Odd 
people have been coming to St. Ives for 
years in one guise or another. Some of 
its most respectable inhabitants—the 
artists, museum keepers, even  shop- 
owners arrived here relatively unwashed 
and of bohemian ilk, many moons ago. 
But that heritage has been conveniently 
forgotten—for the money, the reputation, 
the colour and the tourists it brought 
with it. For one reason or another, the 
good folk of St. Ives have now turned 
with a striking vengeance on their newest 
visitors. 


Local Vigilantes 


Back at the start of the current season, 
a small group of beatniks took over an 
abandoned cottage opposite a Wesleyan 
chapel, not far from the harbour of St. 
Ives. At one o’clock one morning, local 
youths attacked the place with stones 
and bottles. According to one report (The 
St. Ives Times and Echo), about 300 
people gathered to put the squatting 
beats to flight (many of them incensed 
in their ignorance by a notice erected 
in the window proclaiming “St. Ives 
Commune ”’). The police were eventually 
forced to take the squatters into custody 
“for their own safety ”. 


Most of the summer here according to 
Kenneth Bridges, a full-time Geordie 
beatnik who has been here a few months, 
local vigilantes have supplemented the 
police force, patrolling the streets at 
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half-past midnight intimidating long- 
haired youngsters. The vigilantes (not 
approved by the police) are the more 
forceful and ugly tip of an iceberg which 
claims 3,000 signatures to a petition 
urging the Council to get rid of the beat- 
niks once and for all. 


Soon after the eviction from the cottage, 
the St. Ives communards were given 
refuge by a remarkable widow (“I’m 
half Christian and half Buddhist”), 75 
years old Mrs. Richardson, at Cripples 
Ease, a nearby settlement of several 
houses and a pub, Mrs. Richardson 
offered the beats a garage and a plot of 
wasteground. The local publican prompt- 
ly refused to serve her with her 
cigarettes, the public health inspector was 
called by neighbours to “investigate her 
home” and a next-door neighbour 
allegedly sat up in his room with a 
camera to record any promiscuous 
happenings which might occur beneath 
his window. 


The communards were forced to trickle 
back to St. Ives or leave for other parts. 
One group tried to settle with their 
sleeping rolls and rucksacks in a succes- 
sion of huts and shelters. The British 
Rail police came down from ‘Exeter to 
turf them out of derelict huts. The 
Council destroyed the inside of a local 
monument—the Baulking Hut, from 
which fishermen used to look for pilchard 
shoals—by pouring unsetting tar inside, 
and blocked up all the entrances. The 
bea now use the open shelters on either 
side. 


Two weeks ago local vigilantes (accord- 
ing to Kenneth Bridges) burned up 


another hut near to the sea-shore to 
prevent its occupation. Now, out of the 
original 50 or so beats who arrived at 
the start of the season, there are perhaps 
a dozen left. They occupy a couple of 
Corporation shelters, now and again 
interrupted during the night by the 
Corporation’s dog patrol (which costs 
£1,000 per year from June to September). 
The police turn a blind eye, and in the 
opinion of most of the group, are “very 
fair”. 


Hospitality 


Not all the locals persecute the beats, of 
course. I found a few cafes without the 
pointed notice aimed at “beatniks and 
undesirables ”. The Manager of the “‘ Top 
Hat”, a restaurant adjacent to the life- 
boat station previously ejected them, 
but after talking with a few of them and 
finding they were human, allowed them 
in. They are now some of his most 
regular clientele. 


Victor Lee, the Methodist minister, has 
taken on the unenviable role of “ opening 
a dialogue with the beatniks”, and 
interpreting them to his flock. Unfortun- 
ately he has not yet brought the two 
together, and admits that his assistance 
to them has upset some of the elders of 
his church. 


I suggested to the Town Clerk of St. Ives, 
Mr. Rainey-Edwards, that his council’s 
policy amounted to one of harassment 
towards the beats. “The Council has no 
policy”, he replied, ‘‘and has never 


discussed any. We are only concerned 
that when these or any other people take 
over Council property, they shall be 
removed”. Since St. Ives depends on 
visitors, he added, they should be able 
to enjoy the amenities. 


But the beatniks and communards are 
not classed as visitors. Therefore none 
of the amenities—even sleeping on the 
beach—can be extended to them and it 
seems unthinkable that the money spent 
on the patrol should be channelled into 
providing a night-time shelter for them, 
though this is within the power of the 
County Council. And, though the actual 
damage to property in St. Ives—or to its 
reputation—by the beats is virtually 
negligible (Mr. Rainey-Edwards could 
give me no instance at all) the extra- 
ordinary means that locals have gone to 
this year are likely to be repeated next 
season. 


“I shall return!” 


The beats will be coming back, they tell 
me, for all the persecution. They think 
there’s no place like it this side of Eden 
(or Eros). The local people are preparing 
to repel them—physically if necessary. 
Only the Council has “no plans "but 
then it never has. 


It all seems so much like racial anti- 
apathy in another form. Less violent, 
more diffuse, but the objects are the 
same: protection of property, of 
“morals”, and that of 'the supreme ivory 
tower “ our way of life”. 


IAN DOUGALL looks at yet another AEI-GEC factory scheduled for closure 


The Redundancy Payments Syndrome 


Micanite and Insulators Empire Works 
at Hookers Road, Walthamstow, is yet 
another factory to suffer the ravages of 
AELGEC-EE rationalisation plans. A 
meeting between management and 
unions on October 6 is expected to 
confirm that the factory will be phased 
out completely during the next twelve 
months. 


The works employ some 850 men. A 
quarter of these have logged more than 
20 years at the works. News of the 
proposal was greeted with customary 
stunned shock, antagonism, and despair. 
Now that the men have had time to con- 
sider their position, most of these reac- 
tions have been replaced by attitudes 
which are disturbing to say the least. 


Their acquiesence to the situation seems 
to indicate that traditional British 
servility has been aggravated by fhe 
prospect of receiving the ‘“ golden hand- 
shake” of redundancy payments, plus 
the certainty of obtaining work, with 
good prospects of getting better condi- 
tions, in or around the Walthamstow 
area.. ‘ 


A shop-floor representative told me that 
there was absolutely no problem with 
regard to suitable alternative, employ- 
ment, although he felt that the “ green- 
eard”’ workers—disabled persons which 
every factory is by law required to 
employ—might have difficulty in being 
absorbed into nearby works. 


Mad Scramble 


Other engineering managements are 
falling over backwards to lure the 
Hookers Road men into their works, pro- 
viding houses to move into, and assist- 
ance in moving. The Government wished 
to set up an office in the works to 
organise redeployment, but the GEC 
hierarchy refused to allow this until the 
results of the October meeting are 
known. 


Apart from the workers who are nearing 
retiring age, a’ forced move away from 
the Walthamstow area for some of those 
involved is a blessing in disguise—an 
unarguabie fact of life which will give 
younger men the ‘opportunity to move 


away from a two-or-three generation en- 
vironment into a first taste of independ- 
ence, and all the maritial advantages 
that this has to offer. The men are so 
unworried about the future that they are 
picking and choosing the plum jobs, 
turning down those which start too early 
in the morning, where the hours vary 
too drastically from 8-5, or where work- 
ing conditions are too dickensian. 


While welcoming the fact that good 
employment is readily available, the 
implications of the scramble from the 
sinking ship are disquieting. The Hookers 
Road works is fortunate in being one of 
the first factories in that area to be hit 
by rationalisation. Subséquent closures 
will not be met with an attitude of 
almost happy resignation. 


It seems that workers attitudes will not 
undergo any radicalisation until the 
prospect becomes as grim as that faced 
by their fellows on Merseyside—where 
alternative employment is a myth. In 
Hookers Road redundancy payments are 
seen as a windfall, the delights of which 
have only been previously experienced 
by pools and premium bond winners. The 
payments are discussed in the terms of 
what can be bought with it: a holiday 
abroad, a car bought outright instead of 
on HP (not a luxury of the working 
class), or a three months knees-up in the 
id Standard at the bottom of the 
road. 


The implementation of redundancy bene- 
fits seems to be having a two-fold effect 
on the national level. Management can 
go ahead with their pursuit of short-term 
profits safe in the knowledge that 
workers resistance is going to be weaken- 
ed by the foreknowledge of the resulting 
manna from heaven. 


It would be sad, and self-defeating, to 
adopt a neo-luddite attitude to redeploy- 
ment, and there are some aspects of the 
Hookers Road closure that are consistent 
with socialist planning: The management 
case for closure has rested chiefly on 
the dwindling order book. One of the 
chief ‘customers of the works has been 
the Central Electricity Generating Board, 
whose orders have cut back from £424m 
between 1964 and 1967 to £7.7m last 
year. 


This may have made the factory top 
the AET accountants black-list, but no 
concrete figures have been produced to 
prove that the works is operating at 
a Joss. Workers also say that after the 
AEI take-over the management cut down 
on non-electrical contracts from “ out- 
side’ sources, because AEI wanted the 
works to produce electrical equipment 
for use by group subsidiaries. 


Coincidental Benefits 


Further, some of the components pro- 
duced at the works are installed in trans- 
formers made in the North of England, 
and it is planned to transfer this work 
to another AEI factory at Higher Open- 
shaw. This will undoubtedly create some 
employment in an area where work is 
sorely needed. But it must be emphasised 
that this factor is entirely coincidental. 


The complete absence of any prior con- 
sultation with workers is in keeping with 
multi-corporation planning. And the reac- 
tion to the decision, the redundancy- 
payments syndrome, is to be deplored. 


The redundancy awards, intended to 
supply a measure of protection ‘to 
workers against the ravages of private 
planning, have caused large corporations 
to take even less notice of unions and 
workers than they had previously done. 
Now they have been given the green 
light, and ride roughshod over all opposi- 
tion. At the same time, the large corpora- 
tion increases its own power and 
resources, and tightens its stranglehold 
on the social and economic life of the 
nation. 


BPC PUBLICATIONS 

New leaflet. “The Common Market— 
build up for war and big” business’, 
“The Politics of War”, By Hilda Bern- 
stein, price 1s. “The GI Anti-War Move- 
ment by Hetty Vorhaus, price 6d. 
“Argument about NATO”, by Colin 
Sweet, Peggy Crane and Michael Cham- 
bers. “ The Military Industrial Complex ” 
—special issue of Peace Monitor, price 


is. 25% discount to organisations. From , 


the British Peace Committee, 84 Claver- 
ton Street, SW1. Or Collets Bookshop, 
Charing Cross Road, WC2. 
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BARNABY MARTIN gazes into his crystal-ball | 


and sees a peaceful authoritarian world 


THE HIGH PRICE 
OF PEACE AND 
AFFLUENCE 


I have recently become much more 
optimistic about mankind’s chances of 
avoiding nuclear catastrophy. Within the 
next two decades we may even see an 
end to repeated wars like Vietnam and 
Biafra. But at what a price! 


Reading in The Guardian and Peace 
News about the increasing number and 
size of multi-national firms, I want to 
look into a crystal ball for a picture of 
future trends. These huge corporations 
are running rings round national govern- 
ments. They can site their official head 
offices in the most convenient country for 
tax purposes, price goods moving from 
one subsidiary.to. another in whatever 
way will minimise'customs charges and 
tariffs, re-arrange production units 
around the world to out-manoeuvre 
government contro? or union pressure. 


Utopia for Liberals 


By 1990 it is estimated that these supra- 
national corporations will control most 
industrial activity in the “free world”. 
Before such a stage is reached they will 
be able to force policies on national 
governments by effective threats of 
upsetting balance of payments or remov- 
ing production units to more “sympa- 
thetic” countries. Politicians will react 
to this trend by attempting to set up a 
world government to exercise political 
control over world commercial activity. 
Perhaps a combination of Russian and 
American politicians will be able to give 
the lead in ten years’ time. 


The multi-national firms will not resist 
this for two reasons. Firstly, world 
government can not be democratic. One 
individual in a political unit of four 
thousand million people can never feel 
relevant even if power is equally shared. 
In fact, the hugeness of world opera- 
tions, civil service and information pro- 
cesses will ensure almost complete insul- 
ation from popular pressure. So the 
world-wide commercial concerns can 
expect to be the main influence on the 
world government. 


Secondly, the supra-national companies 
will welcome world government because 
it will enforce “peace”. Although in- 
dustry benefits enormously from govern- 
ment arms _ contracts, businessmen 
typically favour a peaceful environment 
in which to continue their profit-seeking. 
Today, investment is confidently made in 
South Africa, which is “at peace ”, while 
the Nigerian situation has disrupted oil 
trading and other commercial activities. 
The giant commercial enterprises will 
press for firm world-wide control of con- 
flicts and compete for. valuable arms 
contracts for supplies of weapons and 
equipment to the world army. 


Clearly, world government will be 
strongly capitalist. What will be the 
attitudes of the socialist blocs and world- 
wide trades unions? Already, East 
European nations welcome trade and 
even joint production with multi-national 


firms. With the continuing enrichment | 


of the Chinese, the death of Mao, and 
the overwhelming pressure of USA and 
USSR, China will become more “ prac- 
tical and realistic’? about the world 
situation and join the trend. 


The unions will no more press for 
political principles at the world level 
than they do, in practice, in Britain today. 
With the influence of American unions, 
the world federation of trades unions will 
concentrate their efforts on enriching 
workers in the powerful economies. The 
politicians who create world government 
will discover that they have less control 
at that level than national governments 
of 1969 have over their countries. The 
world politicians will have to be con- 
tent with the prestige of their new posi- 
tions. 


Liberals, progressives and moderates the 
world over will welcome the trend to 
world order and world law. They will 
hail the day when the annihilation of 
mankind by thermonuclear or biological 
war becomes almost impossible. They 
will press for, and see instituted a world 
welfare system which will remove out- 
right destitution and starvation from the 
face of the earth. 


The commercial elite of the world will 
mostly welcome this move because, as 
usual, the welfare programme will hide 
the true cruelty of commercial motives. 
Like all welfare systems, it will be 
minimal so as not to disrupt the full 
play of commercial motivations. Liberals 
will say that while there are a lot of 
deficiencies in the world government, 
which they intend to ameliorate, the 
institution itself must be welcomed—and 
it will be difficult to disagree. 


“Peace” can be apathy 


Radicals will be saying that law and 
order within a system and peace between 
political units are not such neutral ideas 
as they appear. Law and order are only 
as valid as the system they protect. 
Peace may just be apathy in the face of 
injustice. Struggle for what is good is 
the imperative; peace and order are 
slogans used by those who benefit from 
the status quo. 


The world army and national police 
forces will be strong and repressive. 
More police activity will become neces- 
sary during the 1970s anyway, as more 
people see the invalidity of governmental 
power and the amorality of commercial 
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activity. Crime, corruption and fiddling 
will continue to rise as a result of the 
decreasing observed dividing line be- 
tween legitimate and illegitimate busi- 
ness methods and advertising techniques. 


World newspapers and TV networks will 
be thoroughly commercial and centralis- 


ed. The unity of faithless Christian 
churches will be achieved and they will 
welcome the world regime. For a while, 
moderates will believe that the image of 
men like U Fhant and Dag Hammar- 
skj6ld will truly describe the nature of 
powerful world presidents. Too late they 
will realise that the relative morality 
of ‘the first leaders of the United Nations 
was largely dependent on their power- 
lessness and that world presidents will 
act with the immorality of empire con- 
trollers like Johnson and Kosygin—or 
worse. 


The death of community 


There will be an end to war and 
starvation. The problem will be that 
there will be no cohesion left in a 
thoroughly de-moralised world society. 
Resistance to encroachment on civil 


liberties is weak enough in Britain in 
1969. When the average or the highest 
common factor for the world is taken 
and the ever-increasing crime rate is . 
considered, the chances for personal 
freedom are gloomy. 


My view is that once one accepts the 
wealth, power and status competitions, 
the trends described above are inevit- 
able. The release from war and starvation 
will be paid for with the death of com- 
munity, the perfection of alienation and 
all-pervading authoritarian control. To 
say that people would not stand for it is 
to deny the lessons of Greece, Czecho- 
slovakia, Chicago and Berkeley. In each 
case the resistance had our strong 
sympathy, but the authoritarians achiev- 
ed their objectives. I can not imagine 
how the population explosion will be 
dealt with; authoritarian control over 
that problem would be horrible. 


I have a hesitant hope that work like 
that of the Gramdan movement in India 
can enable humans to form alternative 
small societies with a strong moral con- 
tent, which would be cohesive and not 
alienating. There is a desperate need 
for some analogous form of alternative 
society to be started in Britain. 


THE GANDHI EXHIBITION 
AT THE BRITISH MUSEUM 


Jill McGuire writes: Unless one is a 
devotee of Gandhi, I think this exhibi- 
tion will prove drab and uninspiring. 
The size was smaller than I expected and 
the photeatsnhe and books dully repre- 
sented. 


Despite this initial criticism, I do feel 
the exhibition is worth visiting. The 
section of books on his religious ideas 
emphasises the need for a basic structure 
uniting all religions, and one finds he was 
sometimes critical of European Chris- 
tianity—“ Christ’s followers measure 
moral progress by their material posses- 
sions ”’. 

Perhaps the fact of being a weaver 
myself attracted me to exhibits concern- 
ing “khadi” (hand-spun, hand-woven 
cloth) and village development. It was 
interesting to see his spinning wheel and 
the hand-spun tablecloth he presented 
to the Queen in 1947 but more absorbing 
to me were his books expressing the im- 
portance of “khadi” in providing work 
and self-sufficiency: for the masses. 


Striking 


His letters too make interesting reading. 
Especially remarkable is his way of 
marrying political and spiritual ideas 
with advice -on everyday practical 
matters. He stresses in a letter to Horace 
Alexander that religion should embrace 
every corner of life and warns of the 


(until October 26) 


danger of dividing life into water-tight 
compartments. 


Interspersed amongst the writings, books 
and photographs of Gandhi were port- 
raits and sculptures of the Mahatma. 
Most striking of these were a couple of 
really vivid pencil and wash sketches by 
the famous artist Topolski from his 
publication of Gandhi drawings. 


It’s a pity the exhibition couldn’t have 
been organised in a more exciting way. 
To me, Gandhi isn’t just a historical 
eharacter to revere and admire. What 
Gandhi stood for is relevant to us all. 


The Message 


The problems he faced up to are the 
same ones that we face today though 
maybe in a slightly different context. As 
he always emphasised “My life is my 
message ”’. 
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‘ARM BIAFRA’—HELP WILSON 


Roger Moody writes: Last weekend’s 
conference of pro-Biafran organisations 
in London was attended by beteween 50 
and 80 delegates from al! over Britain. It 
was the first time perhaps in the history 
of the war that a real cross-section of 
Biafran sympathisers (or empathisers 
as one delegate put it) have met to 
determine joint action. 


The conference threw up little by way 
of new activities (a weekly diary of 
events, and a direct action demonstra- 
tion in London soon). But few delegates 
can have gone home without realising 
at last that: (a) nobody was going to 
start a mass campaign against the British 
Government unless they did; (b) such a 
campaign could only develop out of a 
proliferation of local actions; and (c) 
that such actions—even if confined to 
lobbying MPs, door-to-door canvassing 
or standing with a placard in the market 
square were the only way to raise 
money and support. Mere re-statement 
of the Biafran case was no longer effec- 
tive. 


BIAFRA WEEK 


It was inevitable therefore that the con- 
ference should have overwhelmingly 
supported the idea of Biafra Week, 
initiated by Biafra °69 and Save Biafra 
Campaign. 


Some details about the week have already 
a peared in Peace News, others will 
soon. With its national “ No arms” peti- 
tion, Shell House demonstrations, 
Whitehall picket, London concerts, teach- 
in, and a whole range of local events, it 
promises to be the best supported Biafra 
function in this country since the start 
of the war. 


A little less predictable—and far less 
encouraging was the decision by a signi- 
ficant section of the conference to call 
for a British Volunteer Force to serve in 
Biafra. It was during a rally in Trafalgar 
Square on September 29 1968 Peter 


Cadogan of Save Biafra Campaign first 
called on the public for “ massive support 
by way of arms and money to throw the 
Nigerians out”. 


Supporters of the idea later stated in 
Peace News that armed action was the 
only way to oppose Nigeria so long as 
she refused to negotiate without a 
renunciation of Biafran secession. 


In the last year, the Nigerian stand has 
not altered significantly. (She has sub- 
stituted talks on the basis of ‘one 
Nigeria ” for talks based on a renounced 
secession). And until Federal spokesmen 
define what their proferred “ guarantees 
of security ”—including those for the 
Biafran leadership, army and police— 
will mean in practice, the Biafrans have 
justification in refusing talks. 


By extension, no one can realistically 
call upon the Biafrans to surrender, 
unless he is convinced that the security 
offered by the Federal government holds 
out more hope for the future than the 
current astounding struggle for survival 
of the Biafran people. There is un- 


doubtedly a “lesser evil” choice to be 
made here, and it is an agonising one 
for al] concerned. 


Over the last year and a half they have 
had to balance the short-term saving of 
thousands of Biafrans from starvation 
which would most probably result from 
surrender against the Federal intention 
to obliterate most of the social structure 
of a nation. But there is little doubt that 
starvation has always-been the Nigerian 
weapon, and never intentionally used by 
the Biafran government, 


As we have stated time and again, we 
believe the wrongs committed against 
the Biafrans in the war far outweigh 
those undoubted wrongs committed on 
their own part. In view of this it is 
somewhat meaningless to state, as did 
some delegates last weekend, that Peace 
News is not “ pro-Biafran’’. Quite simply 
we are for an end to the war, on terms 
negotiated without preconditions, much 
as set out by Biafran representative 
Ignatius Kogbara at the conference on 


Saturday. (Biafra is prepared, he said, 
to discuss the establishment of a ‘‘ com- 
mon services organisation ” with Nigeria 
and exactly what Nigerian “unity” 
might entail.) 


Where however, we do not advocate 
wholesale support for Biafra is precisely 
in those areas where we, as British 
citizens, have no right to advocate it. 
Not only the means/ends arguments of 
pacifism, but also the fact that we are 
responsible for changing our govern- 
ment’s policy, dictates our opposition to 
sending military aid. 


As the Biafran lobby in this country 
recognises “the key to an end to the 
war lies in Britain”. And indeed, it 
lies in the British government cutting off 
its arms supplies, bringing the Federal 
government to the conference table and 
helping bring about a guaranteed, un- 
conditional, cease-fire. 


INTERVENTION 


Any pro-Biafran lobby which attempts to 
combine these non-violent aims with 
militarisation of even a small section of 
the British public, is not only splitting 
its forces. It is also providing the Labour 
government with a powerful excuse to 
re-affirm its support for Nigeria, to 
justify outside intervention per se, and 
even to increase its armed commitment. 


What is needed now—as last week’s 
conference showed—is action based on 
clear aims. Such as a cease-fire, un- 
conditional talks, and an international 
arms embargo. They are all aimed at the 
same objectives: an immediate end to 
the suffering, and guarantees of human 
rights to all within Biafra and Nigeria. 


The concept of a volunteer force blunts 
these aims. It blunts attempts to build 
a real movement against the war, which 
are at least being made if not very 
effectively. And on top of that, its 
“hilly must know that it is simply 
not on. 


FORTRESS FANTASY 
MENACES SQUAT TING 


from page 1 


IE was only in the building for a couple 
of hours on Friday night. Within 
minutes of entering it was clear that 
though there were some very good 
people involved, the whole thing was 
falling apart. People were not together 
in any sense. No genuine feeling of com- 
munity was, developing, no means by 
which decisions could be rationally 
reached and: acted upon. There was a 
Lord of the Flies atmosphere—panic and 
rivalry. 

There were two possibilities—some kind 
of effective though totally irrelevant 
“defence force” might develop, result- 
ing in some very nasty and possibly 
lethal scenes, or the whole thing would 
be (as turned out to be the case) a push 
over for the highly competent Metro- 
politan Police Force. There was no pos- 
sibility of a genuinely non-violent 
defence, the only means by which there 
might have been any possibility of hold- 
ing up the re-occupation, and affecting 
public opinion for the good. ~ 


If you’re wondering why I have ignored 
the whole question as to whether the 
occupation of 144 Piccadilly by street 
people and hippies was justified, the 
reason is that I don’t think its parti- 
cularly relevant. 


This was not an occupation by people 
with homes, on behalf of the homeless, 
to provide them with a home, and to 
publicise their homelessness, and the 
way it could be solved. 


No, it was the next phase of the squatter 
scenario—homeless people acting for 
themselves. And though the people in- 
volved are in many cases homeless more 
or less voluntarily, in a way that people 
living in homeless hostels are not, this 
is not the central point. If there were 
to be a massive upsurge of squatting by 


homeless people, then inevitably this 
would include many people who were 
homeless as a result of their own actions. 
But they would still need homes. 


However the net effect is that the word 
squatter now conjures up an image of 
a club-waving savage (who is also patent- 
ly incapable of using his club for any 
but decorative purposes) who is liable 
to take over your semi-detached the 
moment you turn your back, and wreck 
it. A totally misleading image, even in- 
sofar as it applies to the occupants of 
144, let alone to other varieties of 
squatter. But it will stick, and it will 
greatly help the Quatermains of this 
world. 


NON-VIOLENCE 


In some ways the discovery of a cache 
of weapons at Rumbold Road in Fulham, 
where 150 police on Monday last carried 
out a massive raid on a house that has 
been occupied by squatters for some 
months is even more disastrous than the 
debacle of 144 Piccadilly. No one seems 
quite sure who put the stuff there, or 
how long it has been there. 


One thing that is clear is that the only 
resistance shown by the occupants on 
Monday was that some water was thrown 
at police from a window. (The occupa- 
tion would appear to have been without 
any clear legal excuse. However with 
public opinion the way it is following the 
144 Piccadilly occupation, the police and 
the local authorities probably feel they 
don’t need to worry too much for the 
time being). 


The trouble is that the self-defence 
siege-mentality which is generated by the 
current style of squatting encourages 
the development of a fortress fantasy, 
and attracts individuals who need this 
sort of fantasy, and can begin to act 
it out. 


In itself there is no fundamental differ- 
ence between locking your door and 
barricading it. The difference lies in the 
effect it has on the people inside and 
outside, and it depends on a lot of other 
factors. The move from barricades to 
“defensive violence” is not irresistable, 
but it is hard to resist. 


But it is a fatal move. The only real 
defence for squatters is public support in 
the wider community, and to retain 
this while physically defending premises 
ane attack is the hardest thing in the 
world. 


Non-violence therefore has a central 
importance in squatting not merely as 
a tactic, but as a strategy. Violence, or 
the appearance of violence, is not 
merely ineffective, since the authorities 
can always escalate so long as it is 
politically possible for them to do so, but 
it is strategically counter-productive, 
because, by alienating public opinion it 
makes it possible for the authorities to 
use whatever violence is necessary to 
achieve their ends. 


And the moral for pacifists and non- 
pacifists who agree with this analysis, is 
that we should have been into squatting 
since it began in far greater numbers, 
putting it into practice. And in spite of 
the events of the past few days, the need 
is even greater now. 


To end on a bit of good news: on 
Monday a County Court Judge dismissed 
on a teehnicality an application for a 
court order to evict Dave and Irene 
Dalston from the house in which they 
have been squatting in Leyton for the 
past five months. The Dalstons moved in 
entirely on their own initiative, stimulat- 
ed by the example of the East London 
Squatters, but without having made any 
contact with them. Since they have been 
living in the house their second child has 
been born. 


Anything Londonderry can do, 
Ahmedabad can do better... 


Workers 
Take Over 


Ian Dougall writes: The first British 
plans for workers-controlled factories 
came to a temporary halt last week when 
the Action Committee’s take-over pro- 
posal was defeated at all three GEC-EE 
works on Merseyside. 


It is now clear that the plan did not 
immediately succeed for two reasons. The 
organisers under-estimated the opposi- 
tion which they received, in the final 
hours, from workers who were unaffect- 
ed by redundancy and closure. And 
affected workers were apprehensive 
about taking such committed action with 
such a dearth of information about the 
likely consequences. 


At the English-Electric plant in the East 
Lancs Road, only 300 out of 2,000 were 
affected by management policy, and this 
was the first plant to register opposition. 
The others followed suit, the most 
surprising being Napiers, which is due 
to close completely. 


The whole episode has been instrumental 
in sowing the seeds for similar plans 
being laid at many factories faced with 
Similar circumstances all over the 
country. Before Merseyside, workers 
control in Britain was a pipe-dream of 
the far Left. Now such strategy may 
oust strike action as the major weapon 
in the face of industrial iniquity in the 
future. 


“ Counter-revolution ” 


Contrary to most Leftist reaction, I 
found the action of the ‘“ counter-revolu- 
tionaries ” very encouraging. Their reac- 
tion to the somewhat secretive Union 
leaders is anarchism personified! The 
poor old Morning Star wept at the 
workers’ refusal to go along with the 
takeover, but in effect this action has 
made it very clear to any CP outfit who 
had dreams of taking over Merseyside 
that it will never come about. 


I am not, of course,,suggesting that the 
plan was inspired by a political faction, 
it was just inevitable that the Action 
Committee laid themselves open to com- 
parison with political sectarian strategy 
through a combination of inexperience 
and mistaken insistence on a degree of 
secrecy. 


It now remains to pick up the remains of 
a brilliant tactic, talk to workers in 
factories where the vast majority will 
be affected by closure or redundancy, 
and hammer out every single item, 
possible consequence and occupational 
strategy until every singlé man there has 
a full picture of what is going to happen, 
te what part he is expected to play in 
it. 

In a workers industry there are only 
democratic committees, not dictatorial 
leaders. If any elite arises who see 
themselves as the all-powerful, they 
should be thrown out along with their 
authoritarian pretensions. 


- 
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Bombs Intimidate Aid Flights 


Bruce Kent writes: Having recently 
returned from a ten-day visit to Biafra, 
I am glad to have tne opportunity of 
reporting on the Relief Flight situation. 


At the time of leaving for Europe from 
Sao Tome (September 10), negotiations 
between the International Red Cross and 
Lagos were rumoured to have reached a 
satisfactory conclusion. But according to 
counter rumour Gowon’s and Enahoro’s 
views did not tally. The former was said 
to have agreed that the Red Cross should 
fly from Contonou with sample fiights 
being called in for inspection. The latter 
was thought to require every Red Cross 
flight to touch down in Lagos. (See, for 
example, Daily Telegraph, September 5, 
1969.) 


In two years Lagos has never yet volun- 
tarily allowed one ounce of food to go 
into Biafra and amongst all the Relief 
experts there was considerable doubt 
that Nigeria really intended to make 
resumption of International Red Cross 
flights possible. 


French Red Cross continues to fly in from 
Libreville with a few loads each week. 
On average it manages about 25 tons of 
protein each night, though curiously 


planes don’t fly on Sundays. Each French 
Red Cross flight costs about $3,500. 
Africa Concern also flies charters from 
Libreville though less frequently than 
the French Red Cross. When they have 
scraped up enough money they immedi- 
ately arrange a charter. 


Since the International Red Cross plane 
was shot down in June 5 (by an 
Australian, rumour has it, who has since 
crashed his own MIG and gone to his 
reward) there have been no International 
Red Cross flights. 


Raids near Uli 


In June, July and August the whole 
weight of relief mainly fell on the 
Churches especially via Joint Church 
Aid which ignores the risk of being shot 
down. Caritas and World Council of 
Churches cargoes fly in from Sao Tome 
(on alternate nights because of the un- 
loading arrangements). On an average 
night the planes manage two runs each 
and unload a total of about 150 tons of 
stock fish, milk powder, egg powder etc., 
at a flying cost of about $40,000. Once 
only, 200 tons was managed when some 


planes managed three flights. Before the 
Red Cross stoppage the nightly average 
was 300 tons. 


On several nights when I was there a 
Nigerian Bomber circled for some time 
and dropped a few bombs—not very 
accurately—but its presence made it 
impossible to turn on the Uli landing 
lights and therefore full relief planes 
have to circle or return to Sao Tome. On 
a night when bombers have been parti- 
cularly vigorous, nothing gets through. 


For what it’s worth, my own impression 
is that Nigeria could close Uli if it 
wanted to, but that starvation is an 
easier method of war than jungle fight- 
ing. The trickle of relief that does get 
in seems to be enough to satisfy the 
conscience of the world that something 
is being done by somebody. 


We must continue to do everything we 
can to increase the present level of aid 
—but above all we must get the British 
Government to change its policy and go 
for an arms embargo and negotiations 
without conditions. The Biafrans have 
the spirit which we found so praise- 
worthy in ourselves in 1940. There will 
be no surrender. 


BALL IN 
UNIONISTS 
COURT 


Bob Overy reports from Belfast (Septem- 
ber 23): Mesmerised, the people of 
Northern Ireland are watching the 
Unionist government and party shudder 
under successive blows to their authority 
and ascendancy. 


Few believe that the weight of legisla- 
tive reforms and administrative reorga- 
nisation now being imposed by the 
British government, coupled with the 
indictment of Unionism contained in the 
Cameron report, and expected in the 
Hunt and Scarman reports, can be borne 
by the Unionist party and its supporters. 


After all, “Loyalist”? supporters of the 
Unionist Party can see that the British 
intervention has been triggered by the 
united refusal of Catholics to suppress 
their sense of grievance, as displayed 
finally in outright rebellion behind the 
barricades in Derry’s Bogside and then 
in Belfast. 

‘Protestant ‘‘ Loyalists ” have been taught 
to believe that all Catholic agitation is 
geared to the destruction of the state— 


therefore ‘“‘not an inch” must be con- 
ceded. 

The civil rights movement here has 
played on the contradiction in 


“Loyalism’”’ that loyalty to the British 
Crown should logically invoke a com- 
mittment to introduce so-called “ British 
standards” of democracy and _ social 
provision in Northern Ireland and must 
therefore lead to the abandonment of 
sectarianism in politics. ' 


This is no mere debating point. There 
is a hope that many members of the 
Unionist hierarchy in politics and in 
civil administration have opted already 
for British standards as the test of their 
committment to the Union, and that they 
can somehow hold the ring when it 
comes to the showdown with the Protes- 
tant bigots. 


POGROMS 


However with the intervention of British 
troops the civil rights movement has 
now played all its cards. The barricades 
came down in Catholic areas not, as 
Peace News argued they should, because 
they were seen to be increasing sectarian 
feeling in Protestant areas, but because 
once British troops arrived the Catholic 
population had no power to keep them 
up. Therefore their rebellion from 
Stormont’s authority was no longer a 
significant factor in the political equa- 
tion, the power battle between Stormont 
and the British government. 


Civil rights leaders, like the Catholic 


population, now have to rely on the 
British government and the liberal wing 


BIAFRA LATEST 


Roger Moody writes: Since this report 
was received from Monsignor Kent (Sec- 
retary of the Co-ordinating Committee 
for Action on Nigeria/Biafra) yet another 
Red Cross attempt to re-start relief 
flights to Biafra has foundered. 


The agreement reached a fortnight ago 
between the Federal government and the 
IRC was for three weeks of daylight 
flights between 9 am and 5 pm, with 
“random inspection ” of planes at Lagos. 


On September 14, the Biafran govern- 
ment rejected the plan, asserting that the 
new compromise formula was “ different 
in vitally important details’? from the 
one accepted by Biafra on August 1 
(Financial Times, September 15). 


On September 17, at the Overseas Press 
Club in New York, Dr Eke, Biafran 
Minister of Information, stated his 
government’s objections in full. He 
claimed that, on August 15, “Biafra 
reached an understanding with the IRC 
on the technical details for transporting 
relief . . . The IRC promised to reach 
an understanding with Nigeria based on 
the one it had entered into with Biafra.” 


On September 4, according to Mr Eke, 
the IRC reached another understanding 
with Nigeria which “contradicted the 
technical details worked out with 
Biafra” in seven important aspects 
Among them was a different flight route 
(The Nigerian rout passing over Lagos 


and Benin, both staging bases for the 
Nigerian airforce), and the exclusion of 
a Biafran representative from the inspec- 
tion teams at the food-loading stations 
outside Nigeria. 


Above all, the Biafrans found quite 
unacceptable article 6 of the proposed 
agreement which seemingly states that 
IRC flights into Uli airstrip must not 
prejudice Nigerian military operations. 


“Biafra’s request for a third party 
guarantee that Nigeria will not abuse 
the relief corrjdor was not even mention- 
ed in the Nigerian version,” says Mr Eke. 
On September 16, the IRC stated that 
there was “no incompatibility in the 
practical aspects of the separate agree- 
ments” (Financial Times, September 17), 
but it apparently did not refute any of 
the specific Biafran claims. 


While the IRC flounders, Joint Church 
Aid has announced its 3,500th flight into 
Biafra since relief flights started a year 
ago. Although JCA is desperately trying 
to increase its fiying schedules, the plight 
of Biafran civilians has worsened con- 
siderably over the last two months. Dr 
Leuthold, chief of the Red Cross medical 
programme in Biafra is quoted (New 
York Times, August 30) as saying that 
there are now “many more cases of 
general starvation, as distinct from 
protein deficiency, than there were last 
year.” 


of the Unionist Party (and no-one knows 
how large this is) to force through 
reforms. 


Moreover, following the pogroms against 
Catholics in Belfast of August 14-16 
and the incidence since then-of hundreds 
of cases of intimidation against Catholic 
families, the Catholic population is afraid 
to stage peaceful demonstrations. 


Thus while the Catholic section of the 
community watches events and fears 
much more serious attacks by Paisleyite 
groups, the Protestant people equally 
wait on the political battle to see how 
their leaders will jump. 


There seem to be two possibilities. One 
is that Craig, Taylor and. Paisley, who 
are undeniably forcing the pace with 
strongly partisan statements and public 
rallies, will try to split the Unionist 
party now, on the issue of the Cameron 
report. 


This, it is felt, would lead quickly to an 
upsurge of feeling against the British 
troops, developing into attack on Catholic 
areas within a strategy of forcing 
Catholics to emigrate en masse from 
Northern Ireland. 


Despite the terrible consequences for the 
civilian population, this is seen by most 
“realists” here as the most hopeful 
possibility since it is likely that the 
British government could hold the situa- 
tion as “moderate Unionists and 


Catholics ” rallied against the right wing 
Td coup De 


The other possibility is that the Unionist 
Party will hold together for the time 
being, implementing the reforms where 
they do not seriously affect the Unionist 
grip on the political system, absorbing 
all the criticism and proposals instigated 
by the British government and then 
finally sticking, as a united body maybe 
sometime in the New Year, at a British 
insistence on the disbandment of the 
B-Specials. 

The unknown factor in the situation is 
the strength of support for Paisley. Many 
people guess that this is very much 
larger than has ever been admitted by 
the Unionist hierarchy with their talk 
of 98% of the population wanting peace. 


Two new initiatives, the Peace Com- 
mittee in East Belfast, and the New 
Ulster Movement about which I shall 
write next week, together with the 
Northern Ireland Labour Party, seem 
marginally to touch anti-Paisleyite feel- 
ing within the Protestant section of the 
community. But there is no strong grass- 
roots political opposition to Paisleyism 
that I can discover. 


The tragedy here is that now that the 
civil rights movement despite its non- 
sectarian aspirations has emerged clearly 
as a Catholic-based upsurge for social 
change, it is difficult to see how Protest- 
ant opposition to Paisleyism can be 
cemented and organised. 


———————— 


Renewal 
of the 
Romany 
Culture 


Roger Moody writes: On September 30 
in Strasbourg, the Council of Europe’s 
Consultative Assembly may decide at last 
to demand that Europe’s gypsies be given 
their proper place in modern society. 
The Council’s Social Commission will 
recommend that the Assembly take steps 
to give gypsy children lessons in their 
own culture and language at special 
schools. 


They will state “a clear case for positive 
discrimination ” in allocating educational 
resources to young travellers. Already 
in this country, the gypsy educational 
trust (Romano Drom Schools) set up in 
June is making encouraging headway in 
providing for travelling schools. 


Last week, a caravan school was opened 
at Slip End, near Luton. Three’ other 
caravans, fitted out as classrooms, have 
been bought by the trust for use in 
Birmingham, Enfield, and Bromley. 
Premises have also been found in 
Walton-on-Thames and Dunstable. 


The schools are being staffed by volun- 
teer, professionally trained teachers, 
working under the direction of John 
Wallbridge, a reading and remedial 
specialist. Apart from the schools, Mr 
Wallbridge also plans to use 40 to 50 
volunteers for a special literacy prog- 
ramme on twelve encampments in the 
London area: 


Gypsy Legends 


One of the Trust’s major aims is to make 
British gypsies aware of their own 
traditions through romany literature and 
sessions with overseas travellers. Romano 
Drom Readers are being devised by a 
Canadian gypsy writer, Ronald Lee, con- 
taining simple stories based on gypsy 
legends. 


The first of these has been written by John 
Connors—the traveller convicted of 
assault on policemen during the Walsall 
eviction last year, for which he is now 
doing time in Winson Green prison. He 
was given special dispensation by the 
prison authorities for the task. 


According to Grattan Puxon (secretary 
of the Gypsy Council) there are at least 
10,000 gypsy children currently receiving 
no formal: education in this country. 
The Times Educational Supplement last 
week put the figure at 6,000. The 
Plowden report called them “ probably 
the most serious deprived children in the 
country ”’. 


The ultimate hope is for community 
centres, with nursery schools, and adult 
education classes, as well as other 
schools, to be integrated into permanent 
caravan sites. This is being done in 
Holland at the moment. 


But, as has been stressed time and again, 
before gypsy education and the renewal 
of romany culture can properly work, a 
network of caravan sites has to be 
established by local authorities through- 
out the country. Winter draws perilously 
near, and this remains the most urgent 
task of all. 


A resolution due to be debated by the 
Council of Europe at its Strasbourg 
meeting next week calls for “no evic- 
tions without a court order, and no court 
order without provision of proper alter- 
native sites”. , 


Federal 
P.O.Ws. 


Africa Concern, administering body of 
the Joint Biafra Famine Appeal has 
been asked to fly two planeloads of food 
per week, from Libreville (Gabon) into 
Biafra, exclusively for Nigerian Prisoners 
of war. The plight is (according to Father 
Raymond Kennedy, of African Concern) 
“truly pitiful ’ under the present starva- 
tion. A death rate of 18 per day is 
reported, among a total of 6,000 men. 


—— 
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We want people who want to know. 
BIT provides information covering the 
whole spectrum of peoples activity, from 
their personal problems to leisure activi- 
ties and can in a short time hustle up 
anything from a screwdriver to a picket 
line. BIT can tell you whether the Pink 
Floyd are playing in a park or Shelter 
is having a rally in a square. 


For us to be able to provide this service 
efficiently, we need to have the informa- 
tion immediately at hand which depends 
on people like you feeding it in to us 
before it happens. At present we take an 
average of 150 calls a day and are open 
from 10am to 10pm, with an emergency 
service running throughout the night. 


BIT was initiated 18 months ago as a 
pure information relay service with 
exceptionally broad terms of reference, 


State of 
Emergency 


The State, Its Historic Role, by Peter 
Kropotkin (Freedom Press, 4s 6d pp). 


This anarchist classic has been re-issued 
by Freedom Press in a new translation 
from the original French by Vernon 
Richards. Paul Goodman has remarked 
that Kropotkin “could never have 
written (the way he did) if he had 
known Freud, which would have been a 
pity ”. 

The growing boy bides his time, or per- 
haps does not wait for post-adolescence, 
before turning against the State, the 
father-symbol, in his reaction to paternal 
authority. The symbol can at once be 
The State, Monarchy, Multi-national 
Corporations, the established Churches, 
the Pope. Opponents of such institutions 
can be frightened into silence by the 
knowledge of what weaponry is in the 
armoury of supporters of the status quo. 


As an anarchist, I am _ particularly 
vulnerable to this post-freudian character- 
assassination. I, of course, am fighting 
The State for purely psychological 
motives. The multi-national corporation 
is a heaven-sent institution against which 
I can vent my spleen. With tolerance, 
understanding, or at the last resort, a 
frontal lobotomy, I can be made mature, 
normal, and good, 


For those who are still kept in silence 
by self-doubt, possess guilt at instictive 
feelings of compassion and humaneness, 
or question the values which such cen- 
tralised bodies impose upon society, I 
can do no better than recommend this 
booklet. 


It is a slim volume, and easy to read. 
Kropotkin never lost sight of his audi- 
ence. He spoke in words that could be 
understood by those on the fringe of 
literacy. How many books dealing with 
socialism are a torrent of intellectual 
jargon that can only be understood by 
publishers readers just down from 
Oxbridge? Aimed at changing society, 
and increasing awareness, responsibility, 
and individualism, the revolutionary 
arrows fall short of the promised land 
into the meritocratic sea. 


Kropotkin traces the social history of 
communes, brotherhoods, guilds, and 
and legal systems in European villages 
and towns from the 10th century on- 
wards. How The State began to be con: 
stituted in the 18th century. The effect 
of The State: 


. . . whose raison d’etre is the crush- 
ing of the individual, the hatred of 
initiative, the triumph of one idea 
which must be inevitably that of 
mediocrity ... 


-Kropotkin is dead. Our neo-totalitarian 
State is infinitely more powerful, thanks 
to science, than it was at the beginning 
of the industrial revolution. Because of 
this, Kropotkin’s study is still entirely 
relevant to modern study, and puts 
things ‘into perspective in a way which 
no modern writer is doing with equiva- 
lent clarity and simplicity. 

Ian DOUGALL 


“ 


INFORMATION 
SERVICE 


but as time went on it was discovered 
that more and more of the calls were 
from people with personal problems of 
one sort or another. This forced the 
organisation into the social welfare field 
where it found itself at odds with con- 
ventional statutory and voluntary organi- 
sations. 


No copyright on reform 


This happened because BIT workers were 
young and enthusiastic and because they 
refused to accept that the people coming 
were “sick” and therefore, no client- 
worker relationship could develop. 


BIT, unlike other organisations was 
dealing with a group of people who were 
not socially acceptable, a group that 
could not be shown to be providing a 
service for the community. The workers 
at BIT were and are indistinguishable 
from those who come to see them. 


accommodation, social welfare, help in personal 
problems, these are some of the services which 
BIT provides for people... 


It is our view that information dissemina- 
tion is revolutionary and that the revolu- 
tion is total, it is therefore impossible to 
help someone defend themselves against 
the state legally and then to recommend 
that they should be placed in a “Bin” 
(mental hospital) where they would 
undergo conditions which in some cases 
might be worse than those encountered 
by Amnesty’s political prisoners. 


We expect to engage ourselves in the 
struggle to obtain both social and poli- 
tical rights in this country on all levels 
because we believe that the revolution is 
multifaceted. There is a place for all who 
want change. 


This change can not be conceptualised 
in political terminology alone largely 
because there are certain aspects of 
societies’ functions which political groups 
find taboo whatever their ideological 
leanings: mental health and suitable 
alternatives to the present system of 
incarceration, unsupported mothers and 
the stigma they carry, drug addiction 


with its connotations of immorality and 
so on. These are real problems which 
require a revolutionary approach and 
suitable alternatives, not postulated, but 
initiated often by those who experience 
them. 


Of course we feel that demonstrations 
are important and we carry information 
about them but we are in no position to 
get involved in sectarian arguments 
about whose approach is right. We just 
believe that some people see problems 
whether political or social and react to 
them in their own ways whether it’s by 
demomsiagHine or providing services or 
to) 


We try and do both where possible. We 
will provide an alternative service at the 
same time supporting radical political 
action by disseminating information and 
occasionally participating in confronta- 
tions as individuals. 


Peter Polish 


...and how you can help BIT 


About one in five of the 150 or so people 
who get on to BIT every day need help 
in dealing with personal problems— 
they need medical advice or treatment, 
they need legal advice, they need some- 
where to stay and so on. 


This means that BIT has to be able to 
put them in touch with people who can 
help out in these ways, and who will 
not make the problems of those seeking 
help worse, which is only too likely to be 
the effect of merely passing them on to 
“ official ” organisations, which are likely 
to see specific problems in isolation. 


Doctors are needed who will not instinc- 
tively reach for their prescription pads, 
or get in touch with mental institutions 
as soon as they are confronted with 
someone who is mentally messed up, or 
in a bad drug situation. 


Help is needed to enable BIT to extend 
its cheap or free psychotherapy service 
to more people who need it. Solicitors 


are needed to give legal advice and 
assistance, and to join BIT’s pool of 
helpers. 


Your Own BIT 


In fact anybody who can help out in any 
way, either personally, or by sending 
money (BIT counts as a charity for tax 
purposes, or rather it has a support 
trust which does), or just about anything. 
For example cups and so forth are need- 
ed for a coffee bar which has been 
started at BIT’s offices as a community 
service; furniture and bedding is always 
in demand; office equipment, box-files, or 
even postage stamps are very welcome. 


And of course there is accommodation. 
Anybody with a spare sofa or floor (or 
room for that matter) can help BIT 
here by getting on its pool of crash pad 


providers—this heed mean no more than 
putting up someone for a single night 
on occasion. There have been isolated 
cases of crashers knocking stuff off, but 
this is a rare occurence. 


The other way you can help is by giving 
information—BIT wants to expand its 
coverage of peace actions etc, so next 
time you’re doing something let them 
know as well as Peace News. 


And if you don’t live in London you 
could consider helping set up a similar 
kind of service locally. What is envisaged 
by BIT is a network of locally based 
groups doing this kind of work. Already 
an Oxford BIT has been in operation, 
and there are plans for one in Bristol. 
But since calls come from as far away 
as Cardiff and Glasgow to BIT in London 
there is scope for everyone to get into 
the act. 


Contact: Peter Polish, BIT, 141 West- 
bourne Park Road, London W111. 


from 


An American Sequence 


brain celis dripping 


ovaries dipped in fumes 


disperse 


the flower will sap on an eye.... 


a@ moment... 


J Chester 


1/17 


love going down with mucus 


& comes again in another long hair— 


PLANETS rearrange into Liquid gas 


sparks and light 


explosions 
further 


the biack are and heavy darkness 
separate by night 


rain that luils me always completely 


is on your throat, 


Darling, 


When you’re here speaking the soft deliverance you speak 
drinking the soft way you drink 


a light fall 


meteors light us 


Lae | 


} 


IAN DOUGALL/FILMS 


Honesty Pays 


The Libertine, directed by Pasquale 
Festa Campanile, distributed by Cine 
centa. With Catherine Spaak and Jean- 
Louis Trintignant. 


This film has been criticised by Franco 
Zeffirelli for being “a kaleidoscope of 
erotic imagery”. Such a remark ignores 
the whole point of the film. The Libertine 
is deliberately advertised as a titillating 
film, makes no artistic claims, and its 
audience are consequently those for 
whom its message is intended: people 
who rely on media to bring brightness 
into their drab lives, and thus allow the 
widespread exploitation of sex and love, 
which is exactly what this film is protest- 
ing about. 


The film is mischevious, refreshingly 
unpretentious, and very funny. Unlike 
Zeffirelli, the makers have dismissed art 
and concentrated on reality instead, and 
I like the result. 


Mimi is an Italian widow. She attends her 
husbands funeral and finds that she has 
no feelings of grief or loss. She is 
puzzled, and tries to find out why she is 
so unmoved. At first she finds nothing, 
and that, she begins to realise, is what 
her marriage had been. 


Mistresses 


Her husbands business affairs have to be 
cleared up. Mimi visits a mysterious office 
which is believed to be a front for 
income tax evasion. It turns out to be an 
exotic, mirrored, rough-and-tumble room 
Where her late husband entertained a 
lively collection of mistresses. At first 
Mimi is appalled, but quickly loses her 
sense of betrayal. 


Her reaction on opening her husbands 
private book, in which he kept score of 
his various mistresses’ talents, is one of 
indignation that she did not merit inclu- 
sion. Bewildered by film records of the 
goings-on, she starts reading up on liter- 
ature to find out what it’s all about. She 
takes a variety of lovers back to the nest, 
during the course of which she goes 
right through the card in her search for 
experience. - 


The emptiness, the hypocrisy of her first 
marriage represents the failure of 
modern man and woman to found rela- 
tionships on honesty, accurately pre- 


Arresting 
Information 


The National Council for Civil Liberties 
have produced two items covering 
citizen’s rights on arrest, search, or 
questioning by the police. The first is a 
simple leafiet outlining rights on arrest, 
which is an invaluable document to 
carry around in your wallet (or your 
purse) in case the tap ever comes on 
your shoulder. 


The booklet ‘“Arrest—A Guide to 
Citizen’s Rights”, gives complete advice 
eovering all situations, and includes 
sections on “arrest with and without a 
warrant ”, “ search of premises ”, “ bail ”, 
“fingerprinting ”, “legal aid”, and many 
others. 


Both documents can be obtained from 
NCCL, 4 Camden High Street, London 
NW1. The leaflet “Your Rights on 
Arrest” can be obtained by organisa- 
tions and groups for 5s per 100 (first 
100 free or a 100-only order supplied 
free); the booklet costs 1s 6d per copy 
(plus 5d postage). SPREAD THE WORD! 


supposing that most of us somehow fail 
to display maturity in practice no matter 
how well-grounded our theory. The man 
who treats his legal spouse with puritan 
respect is condemned to exploitation by 
the very forces which he is likely to 
abhor. Thus permissiveness becomes a 
commodity, to be commandeered by 
business interests, pimps and prostitutes. 


Ankle Trouble 


Mimi the libertine meets a gentle radi- 
ologist, played by Trintignant. She 
pursues him, eventually seducing him on 
an archeological trip. Twice, at this 
point, she has had to be carried on his 
back, due to ankle trouble. The first 
occasion was an accident, the second 
feigned. Her new lover wants to marry 
her, and is completely undaunted by her 
revelations of her past. Eventually she 
submits, but before she can marry him, 
she has a confession to make. 


He understands completely. ‘“ Repres- 
sion,” he says, quoting Freud as he gets 
onto all fours, “is the cause of much 
unhappiness.” So she does her thing, 
marries her little horsie, and they go 
giddy-up round the apartment happily 
ever after. 

I should record that the censor has cut 
deep into the film, but even Trevelyan 
has been unable to silence The Libertine. 
We are left knowing that exploitation 
could end tomorrow, or, to put it in the 
vernacular—“Do your own thing! ” 
There are scores of films which fill serap- 
books with critics eulogies by saying 
much less. 
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Mimi (Catherine Spaak) with her radiologist friend (Jean-Louis Trintignant) on the 


prowl in The Libertine. (Cinecenta) 


ARY 


This is a free service. We reserve the right to 

select from notices sent in. To make the service 

as complete as possible, we urge organisers to: 

1. Send entries to arrive not later than first 
post Monday (friday preferred). 

2. Include date, town, place (hall, street): 
nature of event, speakers, organisers, (and 
secretary's address), 

To publicise full details, book a classified or 

displayed advertisement. 

Remember to order copies of Peace News for 

your advertised meeting: Sale or Return. From: 

Circulation Department, 5 Caledonian Road, 


London Ni 


26 Sept-26 Oct Fri-Sun 


LONDON. 10 am to 5 pm. British Museum. 
Gandhi Exhibition, 01-636 1555. 


27 September Saturday 


LONDON WC1. 10 am to 4 pm. A National Con- 
ference on ‘ Civil Liberties in Northern Ire- 
land” at Small Hall, Friends House, Euston 


Road, WC1. 
LONDON SE3. 6.30 pm. 141 Woolacombe Road, 


Kidbrooke. All Day Programme. ‘‘ Pacifism and 
Politics ’’. Eric Dyer. The Fellowship Party. 


SOMERSET. 3 pm to 7 pm. Friends Meeting 
House, Frian Street, Bridgewater. A Conference 
on ‘' Revolution—violent and non-violent ’’. FoR. 


WANSTEAD. 6.45 pm. Friends Meeting House, 
Bush Road. 25th Reunion Concert and Bring and 


Buy sale. PPU, 


28 September Sunday 


LONDON WS. 3.30 pm. Essex Church Hall, 
Palace Gardens Terr. Notting Hill Gate. Pacifist 
Universalist Service. Ronald Gardner, ‘‘ Heal- 


ing’’. 

BRIGHTON. 10 pm. Lecture Theatre, Brighton 
Pavilion. Ghurch Street. ‘‘' THE WAR GAME" 
and other films. COND. 


29 September Monday 


LONDON WCi, 7.30 pm. Dick Sheppard House, 
Endsleigh Street. CBW meeting for October +— 


Porton. 


You are invited to the annual 


PEACE NEWS READERS MEETING 


Meeting place to be arranged. 
3 pm Saturday, October 11. 


SPECIAL DISCUSSION ON STUDENT ACTIVITIES, PEACE NEWS 


WORK IN 1968/69/70, HAS PEACE NEWS AN 
ORGANISATION ROLE . . . WITH PEACE NEWS 
AND HOUSMANS STAFF, AND DIRECTORS 


LONDON. 6.30 pm. St Martin in the Fields. 
London Schoo! for Nonviolence. Speaker Fred 
Blum = 


BRIGHTON. 7.30 pm Royal Pavilion (Conference 
Room 1) Labour Party Annual Conference. 
Biafra, Vietnam, Arms Cuts and Germ Warfare. 
Some speakers: Lord Fenner Brockway, Lena 
Jeger MP. Czech and Vietnamese, speakers. 
Chairman Frank Allaun MP. Adm 2s 6d, Tickets 
at door. 


29-3 Sept-Oct Mon-Fri 


LONDON. 12.30 pm to 10.30 pm. Daily Picket 
outside Downing Street. To demand an end to 
the Nigeria/Biafra War, Save Biafra Campaign, 
13 Goodwin Street, London 'N4. Tel.: 272 5524. 


30 September Tuesday 


LONDON. 6.30 pm St Martin in the Fields. 
London School for Non-violence. 


1 October Wednesday 


LONDON NW3. 8 pm. Camden Arts Centre, 
Arkwright Road. ‘‘ The Relevance of Gandhi ’”’ 
H. Tennyson. Gandhi Centenary. 


BRIGHTON. 5.30 pm Pavilion Theatre. New 
Road. The UN, the Great Powers and Regional 
Security '’ Rt. Hon Denis Healey MBE, MP. UNA 
(adm inc refreshments 3s 6d). 


LONDON Ni. 5.30 pm onwards. Peace News 
Office. 5 Caledonian Road, Voluntary Peace 
News packing. Help to get Peace News out on 
time, meet the staff, free tea and biscuits. 


2 October Thursday 


LONDON. St Martin in the Fields. London 
School for Non-violence. Speaker: Colin 
Hodgetts. 

LONDON WC2. 6 to 9 pm. Quaker Meeting 
House, St Martins Lane, Gandhi Centenary 
Commemoration. NPC. 

WANSTEAD. 8 pm. Friends Meeting House, 


Bush Road. Julia Vezza. Children and Art. 


4 October Saturday 


LONDON WC1. 7.30 pm to 10.30 pm, Conway 
Hall, Red Lion Sq. Grand Social Evening to 
celebrate the 20th Anniversary of the People’s 
republic of China. Tickets 8s 6d at door. 


PORTON. 11.15 am assemble at Alington Village 
—March to Salisbury. Demonstration against 


CBW. 


5 October Sunday 


LONDON N5. 3.30 pm. Steenoven Mission House, 
16 Aberdeen Road, Highbury. Service of 
Thanksgiving for the Harvest in a World in 
Desperate Need. Preacher: Bishop Geoffrey 


Paget King. 

KINGSTON UPON THAMES, Friends Meeting 
House, Eden St. Public Meeting: Speaker 
George Lakey (American Peace Worker). 


FPIRC. 


6 October Monday 


LONDON NI. 12.30 pm to 2 pm. 3 Caledonian 
Road, Peace Workers Lunch Gathering. WRI. 


BRIGHTON. 7.30 pm. Friends Meeting House, 
Ship Street. ‘‘ Voyage of the Phoenix ’’— Film 
of the voyage and visit of the skipper. George 
Lakey. SoF. 


8 October Wednesday 


LONDON WCl1. 6 pm. 29 Great James Street. 
Seminar on the Role of the Peace Movement 
‘“The Approach to Children ’’, NPC. 


9 October Thursday 


LONDON Ei1. 8 pm. Friends Meeting House, 
Wanstead. Wallace Hancock on Northern 
Ireland, PPU. 


11 October Saturday 


LONDON NW11. 10 am to 5.30 pm, St Michael's 
Hall, Golders Green NW11. Fund Raising Bazaar. 
African National Congress. 


LONDON SW7. 2.30 pm. 124 Cromwell Road. The 
Annual General Meeting. British Committee for 
the Freudschaftsheim. 


LONDON, 10.30 am onwards.St Pauls Cathedral. 
Picket against a chapel being dedicated to the 
military. St Pauls will be the Liberated Zone. 
CHURCH and CNA. Contact: Dave Poolman, 10 
Rabbits Road, London E12. or phone 01-837 4473. 


12 October Sunday 


LONDON W8. 3.30 pm. Essex Church Hail. 
Palace Gardens Terr. Notting Hill Gate. Third 
Hayes Hunter Philcox Lecture, Bishop Geoffrey 
Paget King. ‘‘ Shall we Reach the City? ''. 


15 October Wednesday 


PORTSMOUTH. 7.30 pm Friends Meeting House. 
Public Meeting. Speaker—George Lakey. Film. 
FPIRC. 


18 October Saturday 


OXFORD. The Square Cowley Centre. Film Van 
showing a free programme all day. PPU 


19 October Sunday 


OXFORD. 8 pm. Ruskin College, Walton Street, 
Free film show, including ‘‘ Culloden ’’ by Peter 
meee and ‘‘The Hole,” by John Hubley. 
PPU. 


24 October Friday 


LONDON. 7.30 pm. University College, Gower 
Street. Dance Groups: Killing Floor and 
Graphite. Bar and Disc. Stop 70 Tour Com- 
mittee. Adm 8s 6d at door. 


A rousing call from a lecturer (at 
Bilston College of Further Educa- 
tion) for the sterilisation of all im- 
migrants suffering from tuberculosis 
and venereal diseases. This would 
“improve their image” he claims 
(which is one reason previous 
advocates of this sort of policy never 
seem to have got round to). 


“T respect the right of the socially 
undesirable to life” he magnani- 
mously adds, “but they should not 
have the right to perpetuate them- 
selves.” But what about the rights of 
the individual and so forth? “I agree 
with Enoch Powell that individual 
freedom must be looked on in terms 
of reality.” 


So why do I take up your time with 
this? Well, apart from the fact that 
the eejit concerned has written to 
the Ministry of Education and that 
Sunday’s People (of course) passed 
on the suggestion to its millions of 
readers without comment, it illus- 
trates an often obscured point. 


The lecturer in question (and if the 
People story misquoted him, I 
apologise) is called Dr Doojen Napal, 
and he is chairman of the Associa- 
tion of West India and Afro-Asian 
Minorities. 


Moral: you don’t have to be a 
simple-minded racist to agree with 
Enoch Powell, or to propagate racist 
proposals going well beyond any- 
thing he has got round to. Though 
of course it does help. 


* 6 * 


Of course after the goings-on of the 
last few days the term “social un- 


JOHN 
BALL'S 
COLUMN 


desirables” is likely to raise the 
spectre of hippies rather than immi- 
grants—“ Hippie Thugs” as The 
People described the occupiers of 
144 Piccadilly in its usual charming 
way. 

In fact I anticipate that it’s going to 
be a hard winter for drop-out’s, even 
harder than usual. So an informa- 
tion-crammed booklet entitled Pro- 
ject London-—-Free could come in 
very handy. ‘This handbook is 
mainly concerned with Survival 
Tactics for the Urban Guerrilla who 
is dropped out and busy infiltrating 
the old society or launching new 
Alternatives ”. 


Some of the tactics are hilarious. 
Most of them I wouldn’t advise put- 
ting into practice. It’s closer to a 
London version of Tuli Kupferberg’s 
1,001 Ways To Avoid Working than 
anything. “‘ Decorate your floor with 
squares of carpet of different colour. 
See the buyer in store and ask for 
samples, say you’re doing a thesis 
on “ Carpet-Weaving, Tapestries and 


Textiles from the Middle Ages.” 


Or if you are hungry “Free pigeons 
in Trafalgar Square etc., maybe sell 
to restaurant.” If you’re not in that 
much hurry you can try “ Panning 
for gold in North Wales near 
Dolgelly. The worst that could 
happen is a trip to Wales.” 


Plus information on rigging one-arm 
bandits, fare-dodging, telephone- 
fiddling (phoning America as a local 
call for example) and many other 
nefarious and fiendishly ingenious 
practices. The mailing address is 
Revelaction c/o Time Out, 70 Prince- 
dale Road, London W11. If you send 
a stamp you'll likely get a copy, 
especially if you enclose some useful 
tip. 

However, before the transmogrifica- 
tion of the Underground into the 
Underworld, under Proudhon’s 
slogan “ Property is Theft ”, goes too 
far. I’'d point out that that works 
both ways. 


* * k 


At last the real reason why the 
British government supports Nigeria, 
reveaied by the chairman of Liver- 
pool University’s Biafra Action 
Society, Mr Okorie, at the Biafra 
conference in London at the week- 
end. 


When the society was started they 
wrote to Harold Wilson asking him 
to become a patron. He replied 
thanking them for their kind invita- 
tion, but refused saying that he was 
“already' the patron of too many 
societies.” 


He can say that again. 


GLAS SIF leb 


Terms: 6d per word, minimum 4s. Dis- 
counts for series. Box No — 1s extra, Cash 
with order not stamps, please), Adverts 
to reach 5 Caledonian Road, London NI 
by first post Monday. Box No replies to 
same address, Displayed advertisement 
rates on application. 


Future events 

NATIONAL BIAFRA WEEK. October 24- 
3ist. Royal Albert Hall, Gala pop/folk con- 
cert, Tickets 5s, 10s 6d, 15s, 21s, 30s. 
Monday October 27th, BOOK NOW! 


Personal 


THE BREAD IS RISING. To keep it high 
we need cash. Campaign to Clear Hostels 
and slums — squatting and other forms 
of direct action in housing—3 Osborn 
Street, London E1. 


DUREX Gossamer 21s 3 dozen. Featherlite 
13s 6d dozen. Supertrans 10s dozen. Per- 
sonal Service. PO Box No 3, Horbury. 
Wakefield. 


““T RENOUNCE WAR and I will never sup- 
port or sanction another.” This pledge 
signed by each member is the basis of the 
Peace Pledge Union. Send your pledge to 
PPU headquarters. Dick Sheppard House, 
6 Endsleigh Street, London WC1. 


PATRA CORRESPONDENCE CLUB. Interes- 
ted? Write: Mrs P. Gill, 66 Laburnum 
England. 


Road, Redcar, Teeside, 


VERDICT IN ABSENTIA. Western inform. 
ation media and Palestine question, Kish- 
tainy, 5s post free, Box No 915, 


WOULD A PN reader like to make some 
money making some loose covers and cur- 
tains? Apply J. Ward, Flat 2, 68 Fairhazel 
Gardens, London NW6. 


Publications 

ANY BOOK IN PRINT can be supplied by 
Housmans to all parts of the world. Book 
tokens issued and exchanged, Large stock 
of books, paperbacks, peace literature, 
greeting cards, stationary, etc. 9.30 am to 
6 pm Monday—Saturday, 5 Caledonian 
Road, Kings Cross, London N1. 01-837 4473. 


THE FREETHINKER debates live issues 
from a secular viewpoint, Every week. 6d. 
Free copy from: The Freethinker (P), 103 
Borough High Stret, London SEt. 


THE NEW YORK REVIEW OF BOOKS, 
America’s foremost literary and political 
magazine, Fortnightly 3s 6d. Available 
from: Housmans Bookshop, 5 Caledonian 
Road, London Ni, 


REALITY, South African Liberal _ bi- 
monthly. Ten shillings for six issues from 
Miss J. Lundie, Flat 2, Temple Chambers, 
Carlisle Arcade, Pietermaritzburg S.A. or 
from Housmans Bookshop, 5 Caledonian 
Road, London Nl. 


SARVODAYA, monthly magazine of the 
Bhoodan movement in India, may he ob- 
tained from Housmans Bookshop, 5 Cale- 
donian Road, London Ni, at 22s yearly 
or 1s 6d (post 4d) each issue. 


Wanted 


BOOKS/PAMPHLETS bought. Hammer- 
smith Books, Liffords Place, London SW13. 
PRO 7254. 


HOOVER in working order wanted for PN 
cleaner. Please make her work easler. 
Offers to 5 Caledonian Road, London N1 
or phone 01-837 4473, 


VOLUNTEERS ‘to pack Peace News on 
Wednesday evenings from 5.30 onwards. 
5 Caledonian Road, Kings ‘Cross, Nl. 


ABOUT ANARCHISM — a reprint of 
ANARCHY 100 2s 4d pp. New Translation 
of Kropotkins ‘‘ The State—its Historic 


Role’’. 4s 6d pp. Both available from 
Freedom Bookshop, 84b Whitechapel High 
Street, London E}, 


BIT INFORMATION SERVICE urgently need 
more crash pads in and around London. 
Phone 01-229 8219. 


For sale 

ALL BACK ISSUES of Anarchy available 
from Housmans Bookshop, 5 Caledonian 
Road, London N.1, Write or come in and 
see us before we sell out. 


POSTERS PRINTED BY HOUSMANS, 
quickly and cheaply. 50 size 20in. x 15 in. 
for 75s post free. Any standard size or 
quantity over 24 supplied. Quotations on 
request. Five-day delivery service. 5 
Caledonian Road, Kings Cross, London N1. 


SHORT-WAVE Transistors. Hear Peking, 
Washington, Moscow. £8 ono, 01-CAN 3982. 


Cinema 

SEAT PRICES SLASHED to &s at most 
shows. Student membership 10s 6d, full 
membership 25s. Free 48 page illustrated 
programme available now, New Cinema 
Club, 122 Wardour Street, W1, 01-734 5888. 
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Press (TU) Ltd at 135 Fonthill Road, 
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Not to 
worry! 
it’s all 
ina 
gzood 
cause 


This man is undergoing 
torture resistance in a 
simulated  cencentration 
camp at the wmilifary 
academy of Agulhas 
Negras, Brazil. 


Officers and rankers in the 
parairoops have to under- 
go torture as part of the 
Brazilian anti-guerrilla 
campaign launched recent- 
ly. 


The career-man on the 
left is tied to a windmill- 
like instrument nicknamed 
“The Resting Place”. 


Later he will be locked in 
a pyramid-shaped barred 
cage, suspended in mid- 
air and left in rain until 
he signs a “ confession”. 
The soldiers undergo 
three days of torture with- 
out food and water and 
in below-zero tempera- 
tures. Those unable to 
resist are removed from 
the academy. 


